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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Alperovich et al. (6101393). 

Regarding claim 1 , Alperovich et al. disclose a method for preventing delivery of 
selected SMS messages, comprising the steps of: receiving an SMS message destined 
for an end user (col. 3, lines 27-30, a message is transmitted to a user); determining 
that one or more telephone numbers are associated with the SMS message (col. 3, 
lines 27-49; col. 4, lines 28-36, the transmitted message is goes along with the origin 
phone number sent from the sender); comparing the one or more telephone numbers to 
a plurality of predetermined telephone numbers (col. 3, lines 50-54; col. 4, lines 28-36; 
col. 5, lines 12-21 , the phone number is screened in the screening mechanism located 
in the HLR, which extracts the or phone number coming along with the message, which 
in turn determines if the message should be accepted or rejected), and selectively 
preventing delivery of the SMS message to the end user if any of the one or more 
telephone numbers associated with the SMS message matches any of the plurality of 
predefined telephone numbers in the list (col. 4, lines 36-56; Fig. 3; Fig, 4, refs. 220- 
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230-240; col. 5, lines 4-21 , the SMS is screened to check if it is listed on the acceptance 
or rejection list to conclude his delivery or deletion). 

Regarding claim 2, Alperovich et al. disclose the method, wherein the 
determining step comprises the step of: searching for the one or more telephone 
numbers in the text of the SMS message (col. 3, lines 31-34; col. 5, lines 12-21 , the 
phone number is extracted from the message sent). 

Regarding claim 3, Alperovich et al. disclose the method, wherein the step 
comprises the step of searching the text of the SMS message for a plurality of numbers 
having a predefined pattern (col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 5, lines 12-21, the identity, of the 
sender, is determined by extracting the origination MSISDN). 

Regarding claim 4, Alperovich et al. disclose the method, wherein the 
determining step comprises the steps of: searching for the one or more telephone 
numbers in the "callback num" parameter (col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 5, lines 12-21, a call 
back number associated with the message is provided with the message sent by the 
sender). 

Regarding claim 5, Alperovich et al. disclose the method, wherein the 
determining step comprising the step of searching for the one or more telephone 
numbers in the text of the SMS message; and searching for the one or more telephone 
numbers in the "callback num" parameter (col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 5, lines 12-21, a call 
back number, which corresponds to the origin identifier, which is a datum embedded 
within the text message, is identified). 
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Regarding claim 6, Alperovich et al. disclose the method, wherein the predefined 
pattern includes one of a group of 7 and 10 numbers (col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 5, lines 12- 
21, in the case of a mobile sending the message, the mobile station integrated services 
digital network (MSISDN) number is comprised of 10 numbers, including the are code, 
from which the originator is calling from). 

Regarding claim 7, Alperovich et al. disclose the method, wherein the plurality of: 
predefined telephone numbers are stored in a list and wherein the list is periodically 
updated (col. 5, lines 51-66, the numbers on the delivery list may be updated per the 
procedure depicted). 

Regarding claim8, Alperovich et al. disclose the method, wherein the preventing 
step includes deleting the SMS message (col. 4, lines 63-67; col. 5, lines 1-3, message 
is deleted if it determined to be accepted). 

Regarding claim 9, Alperovich et al. disclose the method, including the further 
step of sending a message to the originator of the SMS message informing the sender 
that the SMS message has been deleted (col. 5, lines 45-50, a acknowledgement is 
sent to the originating MS). 

Regarding claim 10, Alperovich et al. disclose a method for preventing spamming 
on an SMS network, comprising the steps of examining the respective contents of SMS 
messages and related information for one or more predetermined telephone numbers 
and if any one of the SMS messages or related content is found to contain any of the 
predefined telephone numbers, preventing delivery of the message through the SMS 
network (col. 3, lines 50-54; col. 4, lines 28-56; col. 5, lines 4-21; Fig. 3; Fig, 4, refs. 
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220-230-240, the phone number is screened in the screening mechanism located in the 
HLR, which extracts the or phone number coming along with the message, which is 
screened to check if it is listed on the acceptance or rejection list to conclude his 
delivery or deletion). 

Regarding claim 11, Alperovich et al. disclose a method for preventing delivery of 
selected mobile messages, comprising the steps of: receiving a mobile message 
destined for an end user (col. 3, lines 27-30, a message is transmitted to a user); 
determining that one or more telephone numbers are associated with the mobile 
message (col. 3, lines 27-49; col. 4, lines 28-36, the transmitted message is goes along 
with the origin phone number sent from the sender); comparing the one or more 
telephone numbers to a plurality of predefined telephone numbers (col. 3, lines 50-54; 
col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 5, lines 12-21, the phone number is screened in the screening 
mechanism located in the HLR, which extracts the or phone number coming along with 
the message, which in turn determines if the message should be accepted or rejected), 
and selectively preventing delivery of the mobile message if any of the one or more 
telephone numbers associated with the mobile message matches any of the plurality of 
predefined telephone numbers in the list (col. 4, lines 36-56; Fig. 3; Fig, 4, refs. 220- 
230-240; col. 5, lines 4-21 , the SMS is screened to check if it is listed on the acceptance 
or rejection list to conclude his delivery or deletion). 

Regarding claim 12, Alperovich et al. disclose, a system for preventing delivery 
of SMS messages, comprising: one or more network processing devices (col. 2, lines 
64-66; col. 3, lines 1-49; Fig. 2, a number of SMSC may spread around the network); 
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and a list of predefined telephone numbers (Fig. 2, refs. 220-230); the one or more 
network processing devices operative to: receive data from a sending device, the 
received data including a message destined for an intended SMS receiving device (col. 

3, lines 27-30; Fig. 2, a message is transmitted to a user (22), which is an SMS-capable 
unit); extracting one or more telephone number from the received data; comparing the 
extracted one or more telephone numbers to the list of predefined telephone numbers 
(col. 3, lines 50-54; col. 4, lines 28-36; col. 5, lines 12-21, the phone number is 
screened in the screening mechanism located in the HLR, which extracts the or phone 
number coming along with the message, which in turn determines if the message 
should be accepted or rejected); and selectively preventing delivery of the a message to 
the intended SMS receiving device if any of the one or more telephone numbers 
matches any of the telephone numbers in the list of predefined telephone numbers (col. 

4, lines 36-56; Fig. 3; Fig, 4, refs. 220-230-240; col. 5, lines 4-21, the SMS is screened 
to check if it is listed on the acceptance or rejection list to conclude his delivery or 
deletion). 

Regarding claim 13, Alperovich et al. disclose the system, wherein the one or 
more network processing devices comprises a short message service center (SMSC) 
(col. 3, lines 24-49; Figs. 1-2, the system comprises a SMSC). 

Regarding claim 14, Alperovich et al. disclose the system, wherein the one or 
more network processing devices comprises an SMSC and a database remote from the 
SMSC (col. 3, lines 14-30, Fig2. 1-2, the system include an SMSC and a screening 
database, which is collocated within an HLR). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the art with 
respect to systems and methods for preventing delivery of spam or unwanted 
messages. 

US Pat. No. 20030083078 to Allison et al. Preventing delivery of 

unwanted SMS 

US Pat. No. 20040082347 to Alminana et al. Online short message 

service monitoring 

US Pat. No. 20040058694 to Mendiola et al. Messaging system in 

wireless communications 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julio R Perez whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8637. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 703-308-4825. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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